Response to Egyptian sorting doc

General comment: have you looked at the Lautwerte section (pp. 1455-63) at the end of the new edition of Hannig’s Grosses Handworterbuch Agyptisch-Deutch which lists signs by their phonetic values? Might be a useful check and guide.

1. Have errors been made?

Below are a few errors I spotted:

p. 2 The walking reed leaf sign (Gardiner M18) should read iy not i.

p. 2 The tree sign (M1) can be transliterated as iAm in addition to imA.
p. 3 The pustule sign (Aa2) can also be used to write Hsb.

p. 3 The hoof-sign (F25) should be transliterated wHm (second h) not wxm (third h).
p. 3 The fattened duck (G42) should read wSA not wSr.
p. 3 I’d be tempted to treat the two flying duck signs as separate (so < not <<) since they only alternate in error. They are not variants of the same sign. G41 only reads pA when written in error for G40.
p. 3 The crested bird’s head (H2) can also read mAa. Again I would treat the spoonbill head (H3) as a separate sign (<) rather than an alternate version (<<).
p. 4 The leg sign (D56) can also read rd. Hannig lists a number of alternatives, but pd and rd are the two more common.
p. 4 The vulture sign (G14) can also read nr.

p. 5 The ship part (Aa5) should read Hp not Hip.

p. 5 The flowers (M2) can also read is as well as Hn.
p. 5 The two writings of HD with the sceptre (T3) and sceptre and snake (T5) should be << not < (cf. wAD on p. 3). I’m not sure that HDD should be listed separately. It’s not an independently used sign, it’s a doubled form of HD.
p. 7 the knotted cloth (S24) should read Tz not TAz.
2. For signs which have more than one reading, have I chosen the 

correct one? (One must be chosen, on whatever arbitrary or 

non-arbitrary basis we have to make it. Options are: (a) which comes 

first in alphabetical order, (b) which is more frequent, (c) visual 

similarity to another sign which has an unambiguous reading, or (d) 

which wins a coin toss.

I don’t think there is a always a ‘correct’ reading of a sign. There are just relatively common/uncommon readings. Probably best to follow alphabetical order rather than trying to gauge frequency of occurrence which will not always be easy to do.
3. Should characters which are proper ideograms be ordered according 

to their pronunciation?

Not sure I understand the question. Can you give an example of a ‘proper’ ideogram as opposed to an improper one?! 
