The Alphabets of Europe
English

Version 1.1

Alphabet:

Aa (Aa), (Ee), Bb, Cc (Cc), Dd I[P 3], Ee (E&é&, EZe&, E &,
Eé&), Ff, Gg,Hh, I i (I i), Jj, Kk, L1, Mm, Nn (N#&),
Oo (66, 06), (Ee), Pp, Qgq, Rr, Ss, T t, Uu, Vv, Ww,
X x, Yy, [33], 2z, [Pp], [V pl]

Despite unfounded but widespread belief to the contrary (based doubtless on the
prevalence of ASCII), diacritics (usually French ones) are often found in
naturalized English words. Examples are: a la carte, abbé, f£gean, archazology,
beloved, café, décor, détente, éclair, facade, féte, naive, naivety (but cf.
non-naturalized naiveté), no&l, wesophagus, reésume, vicufia. Cobperate and rdle
are usually written without their diacritics these days.

The letters £ & and & e« are ordered as though they were written out Ae ae and Oe
oe respectively.

The letters £ @ D 8 P p P p are found in 0ld and Middle English texts. The
letters 3 3 b p are found in Middle English texts. While 0Old and Middle English
are not modern languages, it is not unusual for their letters to be found in
some secondary and university courses for native speakers; most major
dictionaries present them in etymologies. A common example in many texts teaches
people that the “old English” phrase “Ye Olde Shoppe” is really “be Olde
Shoppe”.

Information on these is given here for comprehensiveness.

Quotation marks: ‘single’, “double”; There are two traditions for nesting
quotation marks in English:

1l

“I asked him what ‘integrated circuit’ means,” he said.
‘I asked him what “integrated circuit” means,’ he said

The latter tradition is virtually unknown in North American English; both are
found in European English, with a tendency towards the former.

UCS ranges for the characters on this page:
0040-005A, 0060-007A, 0O0OCO, 0OC7-00CB, 0OOCF, 0OOD1, 0OOD4, 00Doc, 0O0DO,
00D7-00DB, OODF, OOF1, OOF4, 00F6c, 2018-2019, 201C-201D

Sources:

Allen, R. E., ed. 1990. The concise Oxford dictionary of current English. 8th
ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press. ISBN 0-19-861200-1

Bringhurst, Robert. 1997. The elements of typographic style. 2nd ed. Point
Roberts, WA; Vancouver, BC: Hartley & Marks. ISBN 0-88179-133-4

Population 56,390,000 (Haarmann 1993)

©2001 Michael Everson. All rights reserved. 2001-11-12



